


Boo-Hooray Shortlist #60: George A. Romero and his Pittsburgh Collaborators

Boo-Hooray is pleased to present our 60th shortlist on the work of director and screenwriter 
George A. Romero and his Pittsburgh collaborators. The shortlist gathers scripts and 
production materials from a crucial figure of American independent and horror cinema, 
documenting the creative development and production of some of his most celebrated 
works. It also includes materials from the wider Pittsburgh film community which he 
nurtured and worked in. Romero is best known for laying the foundation for the modern 
horror genre, particularly zombie films. His 1968 film Night of the Living Dead is celebrated 
as a landmark of horror film that invented the image of the modern zombie. For Romero, 
the zombie film was not just the good fun of blood and guts, but could also serve as a 
subversive cultural critique of mass society.

The shortlist collects three screenplay drafts by George A. Romero, a screenplay draft by 
Stephen King for Romero, and an early screenplay by experimental filmmaker Peggy Ahwesh, 
all with substantial holograph annotations in the hand of Nick Tallo, a longtime grip for 
Romero and to whom these belonged. The three Romero screenplays include two distinct 
editions of the first draft of the 1990 Night of the Living Dead remake (items no. 8–9), two 
complete screenplays of Dawn of the Dead (items no. 1 & 7), and a first draft of “Knights,” 
which he would later rework into Knightriders (1981) (item no. 16) by mixing motorcycles 
with medieval knights. Alongside these original works, the shortlist showcases Romero’s 
collaboration with Stephen King through the latter’s 1979 screenplay draft for Creepshow 
(item no. 15). The production materials collected with the scripts consist of call sheets, 
shooting schedules, location checklists, memos, contact lists, floor plans, and party invites 
documenting the various personalities and the good-spirited work ethic Romero fostered on 
his sets.

The shortlist also features the screenplay for the 1983 horror film Sleepaway Camp (item 
no. 12), alongside a folder of production materials and a consumer T-shirt (item no. 13). 
Sleepaway Camp is a cult film remembered today for having dealt with the horrors of gender 
dysphoria, if in clumsy but nonetheless pioneering ways. The movie, improbably timely, 
revolves around the violent effects of a forced sex transition on a teenage boy. In this way it 
plays out contemporary right-wing panics of “transgenderism” and “grooming” in the style 
of a campy horror movie.

Among the filmmakers Romero mentored in Pittsburgh was the experimental filmmaker 
Peggy Ahwesh, and the shortlist contains her script for the “The End Years” (item no. 17), 
one of the three short films that comprise The Pittsburgh Trilogy (1983). Ahwesh, then a young 
artist in Pittsburgh, worked as a Production Assistant on the set of Creepshow. She found 
friendship in Tallo and mentorship in Romero, who counted among the rare directors in the 
industry, independent or commercial, who cared about making space for women and people 
of color on his sets.

Nick Tallo, the source of these materials, was a decades-long fixture in the Pittsburgh film 
community. In addition to his work with Romero, Tallo was an employee of the PBS station 
WQED, where he was floor manager for 30 years on Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood. He also 
worked on myriad other television and film productions that were shot in Pittsburgh, some 
of which are documented here (item no. 19). 

Tallo’s annotations in the scripts consist of attention markers, critical comments, technical 
notes, equipment and rig plans, character codes, as well as scene amendments and inserts, 
which track Romero’s creative changes to his scripts during production, and make these 
scripts unique working documents.

Overall, a compelling and substantial gathering of materials from the working process of 
one of America’s most important horror filmmakers, along with materials from the larger 
community of his Pittsburgh collaborators.
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1. Dawn of the Dead, screenplay by George A. Romero [with holograph annotations]

George A. Romero

New York: The Laurel Group, Inc., 1977. Velo bound, in leather covers. Offset. 8 ½ x 11 x 1 ¼ in. 
253 pp. Holograph scene amendments on pages 1, 27, 29, 39, 41, 43, 44, 90, 92, 100, 112, 113, 
114, 120, 121, 125, 132, 133, 155, 162, 164, 165, 166, 169, 170, 174, 175, 176, 178, 180, 188, 198, 207, 211, 
213, 232, 237, 238, 239, 240, 244, and 245. Character codes added in holograph on pages 95, 
99, 111, and 225. Very good.

Screenplay for Dawn of the Dead, George A. Romero’s sequel to his 1968 classic film Night of the 
Living Dead. Dawn of the Dead was a rare successful sequel. 

It widened the scope of the original, innovated the technique, expanded its lore, heightened 
its drama, and inaugurated a new set of collaborators for Romero. In the movie, Romero 
again uses the zombie as a way to critique modern consumerism. The screenplay contains 
various amendments and technical notes handwritten by grip Nick Tallo.

SOLD

https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7357/george-a-romero/dawn-of-the-dead-screenplay-by-george-a-romero-with-holograph-annotations
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7357/george-a-romero/dawn-of-the-dead-screenplay-by-george-a-romero-with-holograph-annotations
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7357/george-a-romero/dawn-of-the-dead-screenplay-by-george-a-romero-with-holograph-annotations


2. George A. Romero’s Dawn of the Dead Poster

Los Angeles: Colby Poster Printing Co., [ca. 1978]. Silkscreen poster on heavy cardboard. 14 x 
22 in. Very good.

Silkscreen poster for George A. Romero’s Dawn of the Dead.

$200

https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/POS128/george-a-romero/dawn-of-the-dead
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/POS128/george-a-romero/dawn-of-the-dead


3. Dawn of the Dead Official Poster Book

Pittsburgh: MW Communications, 1978. Offset. 8 3/8 x 10 7/8 in. book folds out into 21 1/2 x 
33 1/4 in. poster. Very good.

Official poster book for George A. Romero’s Dawn of the Dead.

$75

https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7358/dawn-of-the-dead-official-poster-book
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7358/dawn-of-the-dead-official-poster-book
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7358/dawn-of-the-dead-official-poster-book
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7358/dawn-of-the-dead-official-poster-book


4. Dawn of the Dead VHS

New York: Thorn EMI Video, 1979. VHS tape in box. 4 3/4 x 8 in. Very good.

VHS tape of George Romero’s Dawn of the Dead.

$100

5. Document of the Dead VHS

Roy Frumkes 

New York: Off Hollywood Video, [1981]. VHS tape in original slip, signed by cast members 
David Emge, David Early, Ken Foree, Marty Schiff, and Jim Krut. 4 1/4 x 7 1/2 in. Very good.

VHS tape of Document of the Dead, Roy Frumke’s documentary film about the making of 
George A. Romero’s Dawn of the Dead. The slipcase is signed by cast members David Emge, 
David Early, Ken Foree, Marty Schiff, and Jim Krut. The film features eloquent interviews with 
Romero and other crew members, and is narrated by Warhol actor Susan Tyrrell.

$350

https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7359/dawn-of-the-dead-vhs
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7359/dawn-of-the-dead-vhs
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7359/dawn-of-the-dead-vhs
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7360/roy-frumkes/document-of-the-dead-vhs
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7360/roy-frumkes/document-of-the-dead-vhs
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7360/roy-frumkes/document-of-the-dead-vhs


6. Dawn of the Dead Promotional Photograph [signed]

[New York]: [The Laurel Group], [1978]. Offset. 8 3/4 x 11 in. Inscribed to Nick Tallo by David 
Emge, David Early, Ken Foree, Marty Schiff, Jim Krut, Leonard Lies, Tony Buba, and one other 
unidentified cast member. 

Promotional photograph for Dawn of the Dead signed by various members of the cast to 
“Bomba” Nick Tallo, who worked on the film as a grip. Signatories include David Emge, David 
Early, Ken Foree, Marty Schiff, Jim Krut, Leonard Lies, and Tony Buba. 

$475

7. Dawn of the Dead, a screenplay by George A. Romero

George A. Romero

New York: Laurel Group, 1977. Offset. Velo bound, in leather covers. 8 1/2 x 11 x 1 1/4 in. 253pp. 
Holograph amendments to dialogue on pages 216 & 217. Very good.

Screenplay for Dawn of the Dead, George A. Romero’s sequel to his 1968 classic film Night of the 
Living Dead.

$1500

https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7361/dawn-of-the-dead-promotional-photograph-signed
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7361/dawn-of-the-dead-promotional-photograph-signed
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7362/george-a-romero/dawn-of-the-dead-a-screenplay-by-george-a-romero
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7362/george-a-romero/dawn-of-the-dead-a-screenplay-by-george-a-romero


8. Night of the Living Dead screenplay and production documents

George A. Romero 

Sanibel, FL: Sanibel Films, 1989. Bound with three brass fasteners. Digital printing, with 
holograph on title page. First draft. 8 ½ x 11 x ½ in. 116pp. Very good.

Los Angeles: 21st Century Films, [1989]. Folder containing three sets of production 
documents: contact list, crew list, and floor plan for grips. Offset and digital printing. Very 
good.

First draft screenplay and production documents for George A. Romero’s 1990 remake of his 
classic film Night of the Living Dead. Romero both wrote the movie and served as an executive 
producer, giving the director’s reins to Tom Savini, a long-time collaborator who had 
previously worked as a make-up artist and special effects technician for Romero. Savini was 
the technical brains behind the look of the zombies in Dawn of the Dead, and for the curiously 
bright hue of the movie’s blood.

The collected documents include a contact and crew list for the production, alongside a 
location floor plan for the lighting department.

When the original Night of the Living Dead was released, it accidentally entered the public 
domain due to an error in titling the movie. This resulted in various B-rate adaptations and 
remakes. In 1989, Romero heard a major studio was interested in remaking the movie, he 
beat them to the punch. Though the movie he produced is less critically renowned than his 
original, he made various changes to canonical characters such as Barbara—substituting 
reason for hysteria—that have become widely appreciated.

$1750

https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7363/george-a-romero/night-of-the-living-dead-screenplay-and-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7363/george-a-romero/night-of-the-living-dead-screenplay-and-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7363/george-a-romero/night-of-the-living-dead-screenplay-and-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7363/george-a-romero/night-of-the-living-dead-screenplay-and-production-documents


9. Night of the Living Dead screenplay

George A Romero

Sanibel, FL: Sanibel Films, 1989. Cerlox bound. Digital printing. First draft. 8 ½ x 11 x ⅝ in. 
111pp. Very good.

First draft for George A. Romero’s 1989 remake of his classic film Night of the Living Dead.

$1250

10. Day of the Dead Production Documents

New York: Laurel–Day Inc., 1984. Folder containing 12 production documents: two contact 
lists, two shooting schedules, seven call sheets, and one production memo. Offset. Very 
good.

Production documents for Day of the Dead, George A. Romero’s 1985 sequel to Dawn of the Dead. 
The film is recognized for changing Romero’s focus from political to philosophical themes, 
using the zombie as a conceptual stand-in for humanity.

The collected documents include two contact lists, two shooting schedules, seven call 
sheets, and one production memo inviting crew members to a fun night out.

$450

https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7364/romero-george-a/night-of-the-living-dead-screenplay-by-george-a-romero
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7364/romero-george-a/night-of-the-living-dead-screenplay-by-george-a-romero
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7365/day-of-the-dead-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7365/day-of-the-dead-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7365/day-of-the-dead-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7365/day-of-the-dead-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7365/day-of-the-dead-production-documents


11. Night of the Living Dead press folder

Los Angeles: Columbia Pictures, [1990]. Folder containing two sets of offset-printed 
promotional documents and four silver gelatin photographs. 9 x 12 in. folder housing 8 x 10 
in. photographs and 8 1/2 x 11 in. documents. Very good.

Press folder for George A. Romero’s 1990 remake of Night of the Living Dead, featuring 
promotional photographs from the movie and documents with information on the 
production.

$150

https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7366/night-of-the-living-dead-press-folder
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7366/night-of-the-living-dead-press-folder
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7366/night-of-the-living-dead-press-folder
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7366/night-of-the-living-dead-press-folder
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7366/night-of-the-living-dead-press-folder


12. Sleepaway Camp screenplay and production documents

Robert Hiltzik

[New York]: [American Eagle Films], 1981. Screenplay housed in manila envelope labeled 
“Nick Tallo.” Xerox. 8 1/2 x 11 in. 91pp. Very good.

New York: [American Eagle Films], 1982. Folder labeled “Nick Tallo” containing thirteen sets 
of production documents, alongside a visitor map and a guide for the shooting locations in 
the Adirondacks in New York. Offset and xerox.

Screenplay and production documents for Sleepaway Camp, written by Robert Hiltzik. 
Sleepaway Camp is a cult film remembered today for having dealt with the horrors of gender 
dysphoria, if in clumsy but nonetheless pioneering ways. The movie, improbably timely, 
revolves around the violent effects of a forced sex transition on a teenage boy. In this way it 
plays out contemporary right-wing panics of “transgenderism” and “grooming” in the style 
of a campy horror movie.

The production documents include contact and crew lists, production memos, shooting 
schedules, call sheets, maps, and lists and menus for local restaurants.

$2750

https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7367/robert-hiltzik/sleepaway-camp-screenplay-and-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7367/robert-hiltzik/sleepaway-camp-screenplay-and-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7367/robert-hiltzik/sleepaway-camp-screenplay-and-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7367/robert-hiltzik/sleepaway-camp-screenplay-and-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7367/robert-hiltzik/sleepaway-camp-screenplay-and-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7367/robert-hiltzik/sleepaway-camp-screenplay-and-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7367/robert-hiltzik/sleepaway-camp-screenplay-and-production-documents


13. Sleepaway Camp T-Shirt 

New York: Screen Stars / [American Eagle Films], [ca. 1983]. Size small. Very good.

Promotional t-shirt for the cult film Sleepaway Camp.

$250

14. Blade Viewer Discomfort Bag 

[New York]: [Pintoff Productions], [1973]. Paper bag stenciled with green paint. 4 3/4 x 7 3/4 
in. Very good.

Promotional “viewer discomfort bag” for the 1973 slasher film Blade starring John Marley.

SOLD

https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7368/sleepaway-camp-t-shirt
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7368/sleepaway-camp-t-shirt
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7369/blade-viewer-discomfort-bag
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7369/blade-viewer-discomfort-bag


15. Creepshow screenplay and production documents

Stephen King and George A. Romero 

New York: Laurel Entertainment Inc., 1979. Bound with two brass fasteners; in leather 
wraps; the word “Creepshow” is engraved in the cover. Offset. First draft. 8 ½ x 11 x in. 142pp. 
Holograph on pages 1, 24, 41, 87, and 117; and on the cover page. Very good. 

New York: Laurel–Show Inc., 1981. Folder containing six sets of production documents: a staff 
and crew lists, a shooting schedule, a location checklist, and three call sheets. Offset. Very 
good.

Screenplay and production documents for Creepshow, a horror comedy anthology film 
directed by George A. Romero and written by Stephen King. The screenplay contains various 
amendments and technical notes written by grip Nick Tallo. The production documents 
include a staff and crew lists, a shooting schedule, a location checklist, and three call 
sheets.

A document of a remarkable collaboration between two of the founders of the modern horror 
genre. 

$3250

https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7370/stephen-king-george-a-romero/creepshow-screenplay-and-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7370/stephen-king-george-a-romero/creepshow-screenplay-and-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7370/stephen-king-george-a-romero/creepshow-screenplay-and-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7370/stephen-king-george-a-romero/creepshow-screenplay-and-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7370/stephen-king-george-a-romero/creepshow-screenplay-and-production-documents


16. Knightriders screenplay and production documents 

George A. Romero

New York: The Laurel Group, Inc., 1980. Perfect bound. Offset. Five scene change documents 
inserted throughout the script. 8 ½ x 11 x ¾ in. 174pp. Various production annotations in 
holograph on pages in pages 6, 8, 9, 13, 17, 18, 24, 25, 27, 28, 30, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 40, 
42, 43, 44, 45, 47, 48, 49, 51, 52, 53, 55, 56, 58, 62, 64, 65, 68, 74, 75, 77, 132, 135, 136, 140, 141, 
143, 149, 158, 170, and 174. Very good, with holoigraph on covers. 

Pittsburgh / New York: The Laurel Group. 1980. Folder containing three call sheets for 
Knightriders. Xerox. Very good. 

Shooting script and production documents for Knightriders, George A. Romero’s film about a 
troupe of renaissance fair jousters on motor bikes. Though the film was originally set to be 
a medieval period piece, Romero was inspired by a medieval hobbyist organization known 
as the Society for Creative Anachronism, and transformed it into a world with knights 
on motorcycles. The screenplay, still using the working title “Knights,” contains various 
amendments and technical notes written by grip Nick Tallo. The production documents 
include three call sheets.

$750

https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7371/george-a-romero/knightriders-screenplay-and-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7371/george-a-romero/knightriders-screenplay-and-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7371/george-a-romero/knightriders-screenplay-and-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7371/george-a-romero/knightriders-screenplay-and-production-documents
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7371/george-a-romero/knightriders-screenplay-and-production-documents


17. “The End Years” (working title) 

Peggy Ahwesh

Pittsburgh: np, 1982. Xerox with holograph annotations. Stapled at top left corner. Holograph 
on title page: critical questions written by Tallo for Peggy Ahwesh, with additional markings 
and critical annotations on holograph on pages 3, 4, 5, and 6. 8 1/2 x 11 in. 7pp. Very good.

Peggy Ahwesh’s first draft for part of her experimental film series The Pittsburgh Trilogy. It 
contains various critical questions and feedback by friend Nick Tallo, who met Ahwesh 
on the film set for Creepshow. The crew on Creepshow became a community, as shown by 
Tallo’s careful annotations on Ahwesh’s original and experimental “script-study” of her 
close friend and fellow Production Assistant, Natalka. Ahwesh had her own successful and 
groundbreaking career as an experimental film and video artist and professor of film and 
electronic arts. 

$350

18. “Patience” written by Sara Shull and Helen Hester 

New York: …sshh…films, 1991. Bound with prong fasteners. Xerox. 9 x 11 ½ in. 126pp. Very good.

Screenplay for “Patience,” an unproduced feminist film written by Sara Shull and Helen 
Hester about femicides in New York. 

$100

https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7372/peggy-ahwesh/the-end-years-working-title
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7372/peggy-ahwesh/the-end-years-working-title
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7373/patience-written-by-sara-shull-and-helen-hester
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7373/patience-written-by-sara-shull-and-helen-hester


19. Nick Tallo’s Pittsburgh Production Documents: Monkey Shines, The Stand, Two Evil 
Eyes, and Mysteries of Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh / Coraopolis / New York: various, 1987–2006. Five sets of production documents. 
Offset. All very good. 
 
Collection of production documents for various movies shot in Pittsburgh, which Nick Tallo 
worked on as a grip, including Charles Evan’s horror film Monkey Shines, Dario Argento’s 
horror film Two Evil Eyes, and the 2008 romance film The Mysteries of Pittsburgh. This group 
also includes a call sheet and shooting script excerpt for the 1994 mini series The Stand, 
produced by George A. Romero’s production company Laurel Entertainment, which Nick Tallo 
also crewed on as grip.

$150

https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7374/nick-tallo-s-pittsburgh-production-documents-monkey-shines-the-stand-two-evil-eyes-and-mysteries
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7374/nick-tallo-s-pittsburgh-production-documents-monkey-shines-the-stand-two-evil-eyes-and-mysteries
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7374/nick-tallo-s-pittsburgh-production-documents-monkey-shines-the-stand-two-evil-eyes-and-mysteries
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7374/nick-tallo-s-pittsburgh-production-documents-monkey-shines-the-stand-two-evil-eyes-and-mysteries
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7374/nick-tallo-s-pittsburgh-production-documents-monkey-shines-the-stand-two-evil-eyes-and-mysteries
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7374/nick-tallo-s-pittsburgh-production-documents-monkey-shines-the-stand-two-evil-eyes-and-mysteries
https://www.boo-hooray.com/pages/books/7374/nick-tallo-s-pittsburgh-production-documents-monkey-shines-the-stand-two-evil-eyes-and-mysteries



